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Belonging to each other in Christ Jesus, 
we steward the Gospel 
and care for our neighbors.
Conversation guide 

for using this priority statement in your congregation’s life and ministry:
The Small Catechism’s interpretation of the Ten Commandments provides practical expressions of care for our neighbors and stewardship of the Gospel in answer to the compact question, “What does this mean?”
  Our daily lives provide many local opportunities to live out our baptismal vocation.  As a synod, we seek to live the baptismal vocation in many contexts together – to steward the Gospel and care for our neighbors by asking the open question, “What could this mean?”
What could this mean?

How does your context give expression to our shared stewardship of the Gospel?  

How does care for our neighbors happen where you live?
To whom does the Gospel belong?

Is the Gospel the possession of the Church?  

Does it belong to our neighbors?
Who are our neighbors?

Review Jesus’ answer to this question in Luke 10:25-37. 

How does this Bible story answer the question for us today?
Digging Deeper
The Church is a people created by God in Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, called and sent to bear witness to God’s creative, redeeming, and sanctifying activity in the world.
  All the baptized participate in this mission, continuing in the covenant God made with them,
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus Christ,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

How are belonging and baptism connected?

St. Peter has something to say about this in I Peter 4:8-11.
How do the Discipleship Practices relate to belonging, stewardship and care?  

(daily prayer, weekly worship, Bible reading, service, spiritual friendships, giving)
Does trustworthy stewardship seek to keep the Gospel or give it away?

The parable of the talents in Matthew 25:14-30 gives an answer.

Paul handed over to the Corinthians what he had first received (I Cor. 11:23-26).  
Among the things we have received, what is most important for us to hand on?
Does faithful care comfort or challenge our neighbors?

James 1:27 calls “care for the least” true religion.  Does this include advocacy?
Belonging, stewardship, and care are all featured in the long Joseph story.

Take time to study Genesis chapters 37-50.
Can you identify: 
examples of Baptismal Belonging, Gospel Stewardship, and Neighborly Care that require whole congregations or whole synods to accomplish effectively?
What language would you use: 
to communicate the meaning of this priority statement to someone who has no connection to Church and does not get churchly language?
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� The Small Catechism may be found printed in the ELW, beginning on p. 1160.


� These words are quoted from the ELCA Model Constitution for Congregations, Chapter 4, Statement of Purpose.


� These words are quoted from Affirmation of Baptism printed in the ELW, p. 236.






