ON MISSION
Pastor Blair Morgan, Director for Evangelical Mission

We do not talk much about how to witness our faith person to person in the Lutheran Church. It would be a worthwhile discussion around “Why” that is, but I am not going to spend the time for that here. I am more interested in focusing on “How.”

Each of us have people in our circle of friends and acquaintances who are not involved in any church. We, therefore, are key resources that God has available for bringing those people the good news of Jesus Christ. 

All of us who are Christians are already witnesses of the faith. It is not an option. It is a fact. The only question is whether we are currently helpful witnesses or not helpful witnesses!

Here are some key things that helpful witnesses are doing faithfully:

· Pray > We need to be in faithful, regular prayer for people in our circles of friends and acquaintances who are unchurched. Prayer is a loving, supportive action. A few of these people should be a part of our daily prayer life. When we are with them, we should be in prayer for them in the midst of the interaction.
· Listen > It is a powerful, loving gift to listen to someone. This is important in all of our relationships, but it matters particularly here. This is not about you dumping your basic statement of faith upon them. This is about listening to see how God is leading you to care about their needs, challenges and hopes in life.
· Love > This goes hand in hand with listening. As you listen to them, you will have opportunities to care for them. You carry the loving presence of God to them. Look for ways that you can provide them loving support. Pray that God will give you the wisdom to see how your gifts can be helpful to their needs in life.
· Share > Pray for God’s insight into how you can best share the good news of Jesus with them. Your challenges, needs and hopes in life have been graced by Christ. The proper, appropriate moment will arise when how that has happened in your life will overlap with their situation. This could happen quickly. It could take a while. This is not about manipulating the conversation and experience so that you can “dump” your story. This is about journeying with someone and finding that how God has touched your life has meaning for their life situation.

I have always found the story of Jesus and the woman at the well in John 4:1-42 to be a great example of this type of witness. One could also see this in the story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:26-40. 

We are called in the Great Commission by Jesus (Matthew 28:18-20) to “Go and make disciples of all nations…”  We ARE witnesses of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is essential that we continue to grow in our ability to be better at this essential commission that comes from our Lord. Pray. Listen. Love. Share. It will change your life as well as someone else’s that you know.							(7/10)
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