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REV. DR. CARMELO SANTOS 
CHURCHWIDE REPRESENTATIVE 

 
Pastor Carmelo Santos is the Director for Theological Diversity and Ecumenical & 

Interreligious Engagement for the ELCA in the office of the presiding bishop. He also 

serves as the Associate Director for the Taskorce on Church and State Relations and 

Civic Engagement. Before being called to serve in the Churchwide Organization he 

was a parish pastor in the Metro D.C. synod and taught courses at Georgetown 

university on the intersection between Theology and Neuroscience. He has a Ph.D. 

in Religion and Science from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. As a 

pastor, Carmelo was active in grassroots organizations dedicated to advocating for 

the civil rights of immigrants and other minoritized communities, and served as an 

expert witness before a committee of the U.S. Congress regarding family 

separations at the U.S.-Mexico border. He is the author of the ELCA Study Guide on 

Luther’s The Freedom of a Christian and of the book Did God Create the Universe? A 

Bilingual Devotional for Kids Who Like to Ask Big Questions.       

https://www.elca500.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Freedom-of-Christian-Final-7.28.2020.pdf
https://www.elca500.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Freedom-of-Christian-Final-7.28.2020.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Did-God-Create-Universe-Devotional/dp/1703194640
https://www.amazon.com/Did-God-Create-Universe-Devotional/dp/1703194640

